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Q. President Clinton, for all you have done
to promote peace amongst the people of
Northern Ireland, we thank you.

Q. And now, our friends in South Africa.
Q. President Clinton, for being a friend

to South Africa and for your commitment to
our freedom and our future, we would like
to thank you very much. Thank you.

Q. Mr. President, we proudly present you
with the Team Harmony lifetime achieve-
ment award.

Q. Here it is. Thank you, Mr. President.
The President. Thank you. Bye, Jon.

NOTE: The President spoke by satellite at 12:14
p.m. from Room 459 in the Dwight D. Eisen-
hower Executive Office Building to the rally meet-
ing at the Fleet Center in Boston, MA. The Presi-
dent’s remarks were also transmitted to partici-
pants in Northern Ireland and South Africa. In
his remarks, he referred to Josh Zakim, son of
the late Team Harmony cofounder Lenny P.
Zakim; Donna Harris-Lewis and Joyce Zakim,
members, board of advisors, Team Harmony;
Deputy Assistant Attorney General for the De-
partment of Justice Jon Jennings and Richard H.
(Rick) Rendon, cofounders, Team Harmony;
Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United King-
dom; Prime Minister Bertie Ahern of Ireland; and
First Minister David Trimble and Deputy First
Minister Seamus Mallon of Northern Ireland.

Statement on the Report of the
Interagency Task Force on
Nonprofits and Government
December 5, 2000

Today I am pleased to announce the re-
lease of a report by the Interagency Task
Force on Nonprofits and Government identi-
fying exemplary partnerships between Fed-
eral agencies and private nonprofit organiza-
tions, highlighting best practices, and pro-
viding recommendations for further Federal
efforts to support and expand these partner-
ships.

When Vice President Gore and I were
elected 8 years ago, one of our key priorities
was to shape a new model for the Federal
Government, one that neither made Govern-
ment responsible for meeting all of society’s
needs nor took a hands-off approach, leaving
charitable organizations alone to address the
challenges faced in so many communities. In-

stead, we sought a third way—a smaller Gov-
ernment committed to giving people the
tools they need to make the most of their
lives, while working in partnership with its
citizens and living within its means.

For this kind of Government to work, we
must have a strong civil society with a thriv-
ing network of national and community-
based nonprofit organizations that can mar-
shal the resources of the American people
to meet the challenges before us. We had
this in mind when the First Lady and I
hosted the first-ever White House Con-
ference on Philanthropy in October 1999.
There I named an interagency task force
made up of my White House staff and rep-
resentatives of 19 Federal agencies to exam-
ine one important facet of the Third Way:
partnerships between the Federal Govern-
ment and nonprofit organizations. I directed
members of the task force to identify the best
examples of these private/public partnerships
and evaluate the ways in which they could
be improved and replicated.

In thousands of instances large and small,
Government agencies are working with na-
tional, State, community, and faith-based
nonprofit organizations, and in the process,
are redefining the role of Government in the
21st century. From AmeriCorps to the Wel-
fare to Work Partnership, from environ-
mental protection to national immunization
programs, nonprofit partnerships are improv-
ing the lives of citizens from Florida to Alas-
ka, Hawaii to Maine.

The role that nonprofit/government part-
nerships play cannot be overstated: They
make Government work better, and in turn,
nonprofits are strengthened by these rela-
tionships. As a result, they are an essential
part of our safety net for citizens in need,
and when all else fails, nourish and protect
the youngest and most vulnerable among us.
These partnerships help ensure that the arts
and humanities flourish, work to protect our
environment and other national treasures,
and help foster a community where neigh-
bors can gather and support one another. In
these ways and many more, they strengthen
and sustain our civil society.
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Remarks on Presenting the Eleanor
Roosevelt Award for Human Rights
and the Presidential Medal of
Freedom
December 6, 2000

The President. Thank you very much, la-
dies and gentlemen, and good morning. Let
me begin by thanking Secretary Albright for
her remarks and her 8 years of leadership,
first at the United Nations and then at the
State Department, always standing up and
speaking out for human rights.

And my friend of so many years John
Lewis, whom I knew before I ever decided
to run for President, who started with me,
and as you can hear, is going out with me,
finishing. [Laughter] In my private office on
the second floor of the White House Resi-
dence, I have a picture of a very young John
Lewis being beaten at the Edmund Pettus
Bridge in Selma, that I was given when we
went back there on the 35th anniversary of
the Voting Rights Act. And he has worked
now for more than 35 years. I can’t help not-
ing that he’s still at it. He had a piece in
the New York Times the other day making
the simple but apparently controversial point
that the right to vote includes not only the
right to cast the vote but the right to have
it counted. Thank you, John.

I also want to welcome James Roosevelt
and his wife, Ann, here, and Members of the
Congress, Congressman Ben Gilman,
Donald Payne, and Ed Pastor. I want to
thank Sandy Berger and Eric Schwartz, who
have worked at the White House on human
rights since the day we got here in 1993. I
want to thank, in his absence, Assistant Sec-
retary of State Harold Koh, who tried to
come back from Africa today to be here but
couldn’t make it, and our Ambassador to the
U.N. Human Rights Commission, Nancy
Rubin.

We’re here today to honor six extraor-
dinary people. Like Madeleine, I also want
to say that I wish Hillary could be here, but
she’s at Senator school today. [Laughter] It’s
been a great 2 days at our house, going to
Senator school. I had to make sure that—
I said yesterday, I said, ‘‘This is your first
day of school, and so you have to go to bed
early. Get a good night’s sleep’’—[laugh-

ter]—‘‘Wear a nice dress. It’s the first day
of school.’’ So today is the second day of
school, and I’m sorry she couldn’t be here.

But I will always be grateful that part of
our service involved the opportunity she had
to go to Beijing 5 years ago, to say that wom-
en’s rights are human rights. And I’m grateful
that she’ll have a chance to continue that
fight in the United States Senate.

I’d also like to thank Melanne Verveer,
who worked with us every day for 8 years,
and for Bonnie Campbell at the Department
of Justice and Theresa Loar at the Depart-
ment of State.

Thanks to so many of you in this room,
for 8 years I’ve had the privilege of trying
to bring Americans’ actions more in line with
America’s beliefs. Secretary Albright and
John Lewis both said we have made support
for democracy and freedom of religion an im-
portant part of our foreign policy. We stood
up for civil rights and against discrimination
at home and abroad and made it clear that
America cannot simply stand by when human
rights are trampled.

Dr. King once said, ‘‘Injustice anywhere
is a threat to justice everywhere.’’ This is a
lesson we can never afford to forget, espe-
cially in this fast-forward century, when sat-
ellites, E-mail, and jet planes expand the
frontiers of human contact and human
awareness and bring pain and suffering in-
stantly home to us. Globalization is bringing
us closer together, with many benefits, but
as with all new benefits, new responsibilities
accompany them. And we have both the
moral imperative and a practical incentive to
do even more to recognize the rights and dig-
nity of every person, everywhere.

In spite of what we have accomplished,
which the Secretary of State articulated so
clearly, major challenges lie ahead. We can
never stop striving at home to become the
more perfect Union of our Founders’
dreams. That means we cannot abandon the
struggle against discrimination and injustice
here.

Specifically, let me say, I hope that in this
abbreviated session of the Congress, that
Congress will send me the hate crimes legis-
lation that we worked so hard for, and which
both Houses have voted for, but which a mi-
nority may yet be able to prevent. If we don’t


